
July 21, 2022 

 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.  Citizens present:  Jesse Lee and Myron Moteberg. 

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson stated she had 

additions of a discussion on the date for the first board meeting in November; the addition of Galen Cariveau, HR, 

at 10:40 a.m.; and the addition of Sarah Kjono, NMPH, at 11:15 a.m.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion 

to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the County Board of Appeal & Equalization 

which was held on June 13th.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 23rd board meeting.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion ensued on the November 7th board meeting with A/T Hanson noting that she would like to move the 

meeting location or the date of the meeting, due to the need to have the board room locked to secure the election 

equipment for the November 8th General Election.  After discussion on whether to move the location or change the 

date, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to change the date from November 7th to November 4th to provide 

for the security of the election equipment.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was setting the date for the Primary Election Canvassing Board.  A/T Hanson noted that 

it would need to be August 11th or August 12th, preferably beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Discussion ensued as to which 

commissioners were going to be on the canvassing board, and Commissioner Redland made a motion to hold the 

Canvassing Board on August 12th at 9:00 a.m. with Commissioners Steve Jacobson and Marvin Gunderson serving 

on the canvassing board.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of business was the proposed resolution setting the date, time and place of sale for the Tax-

Forfeited Land Sale.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 07-21-2022-1 A Resolution Setting the Date, 

Time and Place of Sale for the Tax-Forfeited Land Sale with the date of August 18th, at 10:00 a.m. in the Norman 

County Board Room.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 

nays.  Chairman Gunderson noted the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in 

the A/T Office.   

At 9:15 a.m. Janelle Wald Kovar, Northwest Private Industry Council, representing the Northwest MN WorkForce 

Service Area, addressed the board with information on what the NW MN WorkForce does for counties and people 

living within those counties looking for employment.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the Joint Powers Agreement with Northwest MN WorkForce Service Area including the counties 

of Kittson, Marshall, Norman, Pennington, Polk, Red Lake & Roseau.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

At 9:37 a.m. John Rosenberger, Veterans Service Officer, addressed the board with a proposed resolution for an 

Operational Enhancement Grant which is instrumental in our outreach to educate and serve Norman County’s 

veterans.  Mr. Rosenberger noted that this is a yearly grant offered through the Minnesota Department of 

Veterans Affairs in the amount of $7,500.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 07-21-2022-2 A 

Resolution to Enter into an Agreement with the MN Department of Veterans Affairs for a County Veterans 

Service Office Operational Enhancement Grant.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll 

call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.   



At 9:40 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with information for carryover of vacation hours from 2021 for 

employees in the Sheriff’s Department that he missed approval for in December of 2021.  These individuals were 

not able to use enough vacation time due to a shortage in staff in the Sheriff’s Office.  Mr. Stene also noted that 

there is an individual at the Highway Department that had scheduled to use vacation time in December to fall 

under the allowable carryover without losing any vacation time, but then became ill with COVID, so used sick leave 

instead and would like to be allowed to carryover an additional 18.5 hours to be used in 2022.   Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to extend to the three individuals, Matthew Nikle, 17.02 hours, Scott Nordquist, 

52.5 hours and Gary Jandt, 18.5 hours, the right to carryover those balances of 2021 vacation hours to be used in 

2022.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson then asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 

electronically.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve payment of the bills as presented:  

Revenue - $21,525.20   E-911 - $199.80   Road & Bridge - $224,842.97 

Building - $7,129.50   Human Services - $1.14  County EDA - $1,078.00 

Public Health - $4,395.25   Solid Waste - $43,943.12  County Ditch - $400.00 

County Homes - $74.31   Airport - $6,624.36  TOTAL - $ 310,213.65 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:56 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called for a short break.  

At 10:08 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order and Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, 

addressed the board with an update on the construction project for the new highway building.  Engineer Berndt 

noted the pilings are in, they are waiting on the grade beams.  The electrical and sewer work are making progress.   

Engineer Berndt also updated the board members on the CSAH 10 project, noting the rough grading is being done, 

compaction and fabric to follow.  Paving will be done in 2023.  Engineer Berndt also noted that the box culverts for 

the CR 147 bridge replacement have not arrived yet, but hopefully will be done before fall.  CR 158 culvert wash 

out flood repair has been done and the road is open.  Mastic repair has been done on SA 21.   

The next item of discussion was a gravel agreement with Davidson Construction, Inc. involving a grave pit located 

in Section 20-Twp 148 N, Range 43 W, in Polk County.   Norman County shall agree to pay for gravel removed at 

$6.50 per ton, including crushing, royalties and gravel tax for 2022, 2023 and 2024.  Commissioner Jacobson made 

a motion to approve the gravel agreement with Davidson Construction, Inc for the years 2022, 2023, and 2024 at a 

rate of $6.50 per ton.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item brought forward by Engineer Berndt was informational only, regarding Ditch 7, and an individual 

looking to drain tile into CD #7, which is not currently assessed into the ditch system, and the possible desire to 

have the ditch redetermined.  Engineer Berndt may set up an informational meeting in the future.   

At 10:30 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the board with regard to meeting requirements for appraisal duties in 

the Assessor’s Office.  Mr. Cariveau noted that the Staffing Committee recommends that some appraisal duties be 

added to the Assessor Technician II staff position.  This modification can be accomplished by creating a hybrid job 

title of Assessor Tech II/Appraiser I.  This position will primarily be responsible for the land 2a/2b re-classification 

and CER/CPI conversion project over the next 5-year quintile work.  In addition, this position will assist with 

quintile mass appraisal work in the City of Ada and other city jurisdictions.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to create a hybrid position for Assessor Tech II/Appraiser I (70/30) scale which 

would be filled by Marti Sip.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



The next item brought forward by Mr. Cariveau was in regard to the Office Support position in the County 

Attorney’s Office who is requesting a short-term, non-paid leave of absence to allow her to participate in 

upcoming family obligations.  As she does not have any vacation time accrued, and the leave is not for health- 

related issues, we are looking at this leave of absence as a solution to the issue.  The dates she is requesting are 

August 1st through the 5th, and August 30th to September 2nd.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

allow Angela Nelson, County Attorney Office Support personnel, to have non-paid leave of absence to participate 

in upcoming family activities.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:00 a.m. County Attorney Brue addressed the county board with his official letter of resignation as Norman 

County Attorney effective August 17, 2022, at 12:01 a.m., pursuant to Minnesota Statute 351.01 Subd. 3.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to accept the resignation of James Brue as Norman County Attorney 

effective August 17, 2022, with thanks for his service to Norman County for 10+ years.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of business was to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Attorney Brue.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made the following motion:  Upon the vacancy occurring in the elected Office of the Norman 

County Attorney on August 17, 2022, at 12:01 a.m. pursuant to Minnesota Statute 375.08, the County Board 

moves to appoint Jason Hastings as Norman County Attorney, effective August 17, 2022, for the remainder of the 

term ending in January of 2023.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:10 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Director, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, addressed the board with an out-of-state 

travel request for Aimee Eggen to attend the Kidz in Motion Conference in Orlando, Florida.  Aimee is a member of 

the MN Child Passenger Safety Task Force which the costs for the conference will be reimbursed by the Office of 

Traffic Safety.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the out-of-state travel request for Aimee 

Eggen to attend the Kidz in Motion Conference in Orlando, FL, August 24-26th.   Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Director Kjono also gave a few public health updates, noting the WIC – Farmer’s Market vouchers will be added 

thru the Dept of Agriculture.  Noted they have a new Community Health Survey Assessment, which is required 

every 5 years, once quantitative analysis and then qualitative analysis.  She encouraged everyone to be a part of 

the survey.  Director Kjono also noted that she had received a scholarship for Health Admin virtual training and 

both school nurses had received scholarships for virtual training.  Director Kjono also noted that the under 5 

vaccinations had been approved and the local healthcare providers are taking care of this.   

Public Health has received outreach from the Dept of Health with regard to sponsoring Ukrainian refugees coming 

into the state.  Also noted that monkey pox is the hot new risk with 15 cases in Minnesota at this time.  Monkey 

pox is a viral illness in the same family as small pox.  An individual is infectious for 3-4 weeks, basically spread 

through skin to skin contact.   

At 11:20 a.m. Chairman Gunderson noting no further business before the board, adjourned the meeting.   

 

 

______________________________________  ________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 

 

 

 


